READING TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMMISSION MEETING
April 6, 2026

The regular monthly meeting of the Reading Township Planning Commission was held at the Reading Township Municipal Building and called to order at 6:30 pm by Chairman Bill Bowen.  Planning Commission members in attendance were Don Godfrey, Jerry Shank, and Dana Shuman with Chairman Bowen presiding.

Others in attendance included Trey Elrod, Township Engineer, Andrew Merkel, ACOPD, Susan Smith, Township Solicitor, Andrew Miller, Zoning Officer, Ron Brown, GHI Engineers, Kim Dillon, Kim Weigand, Jermy Miller, Lester Miller, Kevin Holtzinger, Craig Spahr and Supervisors Jason Phillips and Wes Thomason.

A motion was made by Jerry Shank to accept the March DRAFT meeting minutes, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.


PUBLIC COMMENTS

No Public Comments

SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT
SALD# 2026-01
David L. & Kimberly K. Dillon Final Merger/Consolidation Plan
11 Harrison Dr.
East Berlin, PA 17316
Parcel ID: 36I05-0100—000

Ron Brown, GHI Engineers, was present to speak on behalf of the Dillon’s regarding the Lot Consolidation plan for 11 Harrison Drive. The address is made up of 3 existing lots of which the homeowners would like to combine the lots in order to place a garage on the property.

A waiver was requested for the requirement of a preliminary plan §22-303, Jerry Shank made a motion to recommend approval of the waiver, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made to amend the April 6, 2026 Agenda to add a waiver request §22-405.1B for Driveway access due to the fact that there is an existing driveway not complying with the ordinance by Jerry Shank, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made by Jerry Shank to recommend approval of the waiver §22-405. 1B, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Jerry Shank to recommend Conditional Approval of the Plan with the conditions being set in the Township Engineer’s letter dated March 6, 2026, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

SALD# 2026-02
Craig W. Spahr Final Re-Subdivision Plan Lot 2A
245 Hoover School Rd.
East Berlin, PA 17316
Parcel ID:36K 07-0017—000

Ron Brown, GHI Engineers was present with a Re-Subdivision Plan for the Parcel 36K07-0071—000.  The proposed Plan would move lot lines to reduce the acreage of Lot 2A and add the remaining acreage to the parent parcel.

A motion was made by Jerry Shank to amend the April 6, 2026 PC Agenda to add  waiver/modification request §22-403.2A for a minimum right of way and cartway width, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.  A motion was made to recommend approval of the modification request §22-403.2A as long as the language proposed in current SALDO amendment C by Jerry Shank, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Jerry Shank to amend the April 6, 2026 PC Agenda to add a waiver request §22-306.A10 for a boundary line survey of the parent tract, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.  Jerry Shank made a motion to recommend approval of the waiver request §22-306.A10, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Jerry Shank to recommend conditional approval of the Subdivision Plan as long as all comments were addressed in the ACOPD letter dated 3/30/26, the Zoning Officer’s letter dated 3/31/26, Trey’s letter dated 3/31/26 as well as the SEO agrees that the there is not a second septic system required, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

PROPOSED SALDO AMENDMENTS

Solicitor Smith provided a Public Hearing Draft of an ordinance amending the SALDO applicable to accessory buildings and structures and to retitle and replace §22-405 Access Drives.

Section 22-201. 3C(1) & (2) came into question regarding accessory building size that would trigger Land Development for an agricultural purpose.  The draft proposes doubling the current allowable square footage of an agricultural accessory building to trigger Land Development.  There were a few Farmers within Reading Township present asking if it were possible to make the square footage number larger.  They stated that farming is already difficult enough without all municipal regulations being placed incurring more cost on top of Stormwater Management when a building is being built.  While they are glad to see the Township consider raising the square footage, 10,000 sq. ft.(proposed increase) does not seem like enough as machinery keeps getting larger(example given).  They expressed that regulations like these discourage future generations of farmers to pursue agricultural expansion and make it difficult to continue farming.   

  It was noted by Zoning Officer, Andrew Miller that he is aware of at least one local municipality that does not have a threshold of size that triggers Land Development when it comes to agricultural accessory buildings.

Adams County Planning and Development did not yet have time to review the Draft Ordinance.  Jerry Shank made a motion to table the PC’s recommendation and review the Draft Ordinance at the May meeting, considering the Public Hearing is set for May 18, 2026, Dana Shuman seconded, the motion carried unanimously.


ADJOURNMENT

Dana Shuman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 pm, Jerry Shank seconded, the motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tiana Mummert
Administrative Assistant




